
W A S H I N G T O N  U N I V E H S I T Y 

T n E  H E N R Y  S H A W  S C H O O L  

O F  B O T A N Y  

S A I N T  L O U I S  

January 10, 1955 

D r .  Rosalind Franklin 
Birkbeck College Crystallography Laboratory 
21  Torringtonsquare 
London, W.C.l., England 

Dear D r .  Franklin: 

I must apologize f o r  having f a i l e d  t o  send you any 
of our material  thus far,  We ran  i n t o  several  emergency 
problems r e su l t i ng  from some greenhouse d i f f i c u l t i e s  
which required the  exclusive a t t en t ion  of t he  staff, 
A s  a result, w e  have not yet had a chance t o  make up a 
B8 preparat ion f o r  you. However, w e  expect t o  be able 
t o  g e t  this done within a week o r  two, I w i l l  wr i te  
you a i r  mail i n  advance of mailing t h e  sample so you 
can be prepared f o r  it. 

While I was i n  Berkeley recent ly ,  Robley W i l l i a m s  
t o l d  me of some electron microscope experiments wi th  TMT. 
He has observed i n  a r t i f i c i a l l y  broken rods f i n e  threads 
which emerge from the center  of the  broken ends of t he  
rods. He bel ieves  t ha t  these threads a re  t h e  vf rus  RNA 
because they a r e  removed by treatment wi th  ribonuclease, 
I don't think t h a t  t h i s  evidence i s  very s t rong but 
thought t h a t  you would be in te res ted  i n  knowing t h a t  
t h i s  group seems t o  be working on the  notion t h a t  t h e  
nucleic  acid is, i n  fac t ,  i n  the  center  of t h e  rod. 

our recent  work i n  which you may be in te res ted ,  
Under separate  cover I am sending you r e p r i n t s  of 

Sincerely yours, %ew. 
Barry Commoner 

BC:bl  


